Company
officials

celebrate
rebound

BY MARK RANDALL
SUN STAFF WRITER

JONESBORO — Alan O'Connell
is very proud of the turn-
around at the Farr Air Pollu-
tion Control plant in Jones-
boro.

Five years ago it looked
as if the business was on the
verge of going broke. They
were down to 37 workers
from a previous workforce
of 350.

But Sweden-based parent
company Camfil Farr Inc.
decided to give the Jones-
boro operation the resources
necessary to resuscitate the
business.

Today the company has
grown back to about 120
workers and will see reve-
nues top $20 million, up from
$4 million in 2002, company
officials said.

“We've put a lot of work
in over the last five years
and invested .a lot,” said
0’Connell, chief executive
officer of Camfil Farr. “It
was not an easy decision for
us. It was not
part of our
core busi-
ness. But we
made a deci-
sion — it is
going to be
for the fu-
ture. And af-
ter a period
of consolida-
tion we're
growing again. It's quite a
story. They should be real
proud of themselves.”

0'Connell was in Jones-
boro earlier this month to
take part in the company’s
international sales meeting.
About 120 sales represen-
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at Jonesboro. The Sweden-based

Dawd Stout | The Sun
Sales representatives from Camfil Farr Inc. listen to a training seminar about hdw.'trial explosions in Farr Air Pollution Control
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earlier this month.

REBOUND: Private firm with federal funding aids work of Camfil Farr
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tatives from 12 countries
toured the Jonesboro plant
and participated in a series
of training seminars.

Farr APC manufactures
industrial dust collection
equipment which is used
worldwide. The company
was purchased in 2001 by
Camfil Farr, the world's
largest manufacturer of
air filtration systems. The
company, headquartered in

, Sweden, has 22 pro-
duction plants in the United
States, Europe and Asia.

Mayor Doug Formon and

J boro Regional Cham.

included a visit with Camfil
Farr founder Jan Eric Lar-
son, who now serves as ex-
ecutive chairman.

“It was exciting,” Formon
said. “There were people
from every country you can
think of. It's great to see
what they have done there.
They were just about gone.
At one time they even rent-
ed out the front office to a
bridal shop. Now here they
are adding on to the plant.”

Plant manager Jimmy
Laird said he was excit-
ed about the visit and the
chance to show the compa-
ny !;vh:at they have accom-

ber of Commerce CEQ Mark
Young welcomed the group
to Jonesboro. The events

" “It was great to get to
show off our shop,” Laird
said. “I've gotten a good re-

sponse on how we do things.
We have a great operation.”

Finding assistance

Farr APC turned things
around with the

of filters to manufacturing
more than 300 in Joneshoro,
doubling its sales in 2006
and adding 20 new jobs.
They will also undergo a
20 DOO—square foot expan-
sion at Jonest

of Arkansas Manufactur-
ing Solutions, a private firm
funded in part by the feder-
al government. AMS works
with manufacturers in all S0
states to help improve per-
formance, productivity and
profitability so U.S. compa-
nies can better compete in
the global marketplace.
AMS helped Farr APC im-

prove its work effici by

“This is qu.lte a group of
special people,” 0'Connell
said. “The energy here is in-
fectious, and you can see it
here. I like coming to Jories-
boro alot.”

O’Connell said he doesn't
foresee things slowing. down
in Jonesboro anytime soon.

“We're here to grdpw,”
0’Connell said. “We’re motin
the busi of going back-

10 percent and cut its lead
time in half from four to two
weeks. The company went
from producing five kinds

ward. And I think we're.gna
fairly steady basis.”
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